The bearing of this on many questions in the general pathology of infectious disorders is very obvious. It appears that in the plague belt the disease is ever active now in one place, now in another, and it becomes a matter of the extremest interest to ascertain the relation of these two very different types of disease, and to discover the causes of the change in virulence of the bacillus on which they seem to depend.
In regard to the mode of infection, Dr. Lowson thinks that the popular idea that the disease becomes epidemic among rats before each epidemic among men is without foundation. He has not found the bacilli in the soil, but as they are present in the faeces, the upper layers of the soil may easily become infected. The infection would seem to be carried from the latrines,, and be lodged on the dirty floors of the houses, thegerms either rising as duat when the dirt is disturbed and being inhaled or swallowed, or entering by abrasions on the skin.
